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tify, because, without it, the corresponding object could not be properly apprehended.
2.   The possession of a conscience does not make any man virtuous.    A man is made good, not by distinguishing between good and evil, but by choosing the good and avoiding the evil; not by having a conscience, but by what is a different thing, by the obedience rendered to the conscience.    This is a very obvious truth when it is stated, but it has been strangely overlooked by those who conclude that a man is virtuous because he is possessed of  a moral  power with its responsive feelings. These people do not reflect that the moral monitor with its avenging feelings is ready to condemn the possessor when he is without the affections and works in which virtue truly consists.    There is no intelligent being so fallen that he does not possess the moral discernment; it may be sadly perverted, but there it is in its fundamental form ; and this by the appointment of God, that it may so far punish him and enable him to measure the depth of his degradation.
3.  The conscience may become perverted and the means of misleading us.  It follows that a man may have a power of moral discernment, and yet be very wicked, because he does not attend to its intimations.    It is a sad truth that this wickedness may react on the conscience, blunt its perceptions, and pervert its decisions.    Under the influence of a deceitful will, it may become defiled and corrupted equally with the understanding, the emotions, or any other mental capacity.    An apostle says of certain persons, " but their  mind  and conscience  is defiled" (Titus L 15).    When the growl of the thunder is heard, the lightning may already have struck its victim; so it often happens that the warning of the conscience is not given till the sin has been committed.